FREE

Online
and Live
Events

16-18 October 2020
Stories, poems, songs,
writing workshops,
The Big Read and more…

Welcome to StoryTown! This is the third year of
our joyful festival celebrating Corsham’s rich,
artistic heritage and its love of stories and
storytelling in all its forms. We hope that,
whatever your age, you will find something
to enjoy, whether you want to write, read or
even sing a story, or be educated or entertained.
This year, StoryTown events will mainly be online – and FREE! So, be sure to check out the
StoryTown Facebook page, as well as Instagram and Twitter, for updates on events and what
you have to look forward to. See below to find out how to book.
There are also other events, before and after the weekend, that promote the arts in its different
forms – so look out for the StoryTown logo on different events throughout the year.
StoryTown is led by Corsham Town Council and co-produced by Paper Nations: a creative
writing incubator, supported by Arts Council England, based at Bath Spa University. Paper
Nations commissions writers throughout the South West of England to create new work,
nurturing local communities of support for writers, and creating multi-channel partnerships to
showcase new writing internationally.
How to Book
All events are FREE but please check whether you need to register in advance.
Each event or workshop listed in the programme has ‘To Book’ information on how you can
take part or watch. Some need you to email, others are a YouTube link you just need to watch
at the right time, but most need you to sign up via Eventbrite. This will enable you to register
and get confirmation of your booking. Approximately 24 hours before your event, you will be
emailed a link to either Crowdcast or Zoom - the two platforms we are using for delivery.
Some events will take place physically and these will adhere to the government's current
Covid-19 guidance. There may have to be short notice cancellations if the guidance changes, for
which we apologise. Please read the information regarding attendance for each event.
If you have any problems with booking, please e-mail storytowncorsham@gmail.com. Thank you.

And so… StoryTown!

Your Corsham Stories
Every town has tales to tell and, at the heart of StoryTown,
are events and activities that celebrate exactly that.
Whether it’s capturing memories, creating new stories about
Corsham life in 2020, writing a poem about the peacocks or
just enjoying the thoughts of others, we want to know what
you have to say about Corsham’s character – and its
characters – so we can build an archive for the future.
Go on, tell us a Corsham story…

LOOK OUT
FOR THE
SHARE YOUR
MEMORIES
EVENTS!

Details of all StoryTown events
are correct at time of going
to press.

The
Main
Events
All events are FREE. Please follow the booking
information for your chosen session(s).

FRIDAY 16 OCTOBER
VENUE AND TIME:

WHAT’S ON:

Live
The Pound
Arts Centre
11am-5pm
Age: All

Smile Inside Inclusive Intergenerational
Dance (iiD) and Studio 64 will be
gathering stories which make us smile inside
to inspire poetry, song writing and
movement. Join Dawn Gorman, Sam Perry
and Sarah Gilmartin as they explore
storytelling, visual art and movement
(booking required).
TO BOOK: Visit iid.org.uk/smile-inside
or email iidconsortium@gmail.com

Live
No 19,
High Street
11am-3pm,
Every day
Age: All

Smile Inside Exhibition at No.19
From 15-25 October you can drop
into No.19 on Corsham High Street to see
iiD’s Smile Inside Exhibition of visual art,
poetry and dance films and to share what
makes you smile inside. For more
information go to iid.org.uk/smile-inside.
TO BOOK: No booking required

VENUE AND TIME:

WHAT’S ON:

Online
7-8pm
Age: 16+

Don’t Write Alone! For anyone interested in
writing, Dawn Gorman (dawngorman.co.uk)
and Rosie Jackson (rosiejackson.org.uk) will
read from, and discuss with the audience,
their newly published, prize-winning ‘in
conversation’ poetry book, Aloneness is a
Many-Headed Bird (Hedgehog Poetry
Press, 2020).
TO BOOK: dontwritealone.eventbrite.co.uk

Online
8-9pm
Age: 18+

Fake Biographies and Honest Fiction
Author of fictionalised best-selling
novels, writer and broadcaster Sarah
Tucker (sarahtucker.info) spent 36
months researching the life of the
inventor of lateral thinking Edward
de Bono for his authorised biography
Love Laterally. She shares a
humorous and highly provocative
insight into why there’s more truth in
fictional storytelling than in biography/
autobiography – authorised or not.
TO BOOK: fakebiographies.eventbrite.co.uk

Live Stream
8.30pm
Age: All

The Bookshop Band The brilliant Bookshop
Band - Beth and Ben – (bookshopband.co.uk)
write songs inspired by books and authors,
from Shakespeare to Philip Pullman. They
have released 13 studio albums and perform
in bookshops (when they can). They’re
coming to StoryTown from their
home in Scotland, playing live and
online and in The Corsham
Bookshop in spirit.
‘Really fabulous new music… I think
this is the most wonderful project,
just delightful’ - Bob Harris,
BBC Radio 2
TO BOOK: No prior booking, join
facebook.com/TheBookshopBand/
at 8.30pm

SATURDAY 17 OCTOBER
VENUE AND TIME:

WHAT’S ON:

Online
10-11am
Age: For all who
want to work
the limbs and
the mind

Enhancing Creativity: Yoga and Free Writing
Kate Prince, of The Peaceful Body Yoga,
uses a combination of mindful movement,
traditional yoga, conscious breathing, free
writing and writing exercises to help you
unlock your inner creativity.
TO BOOK:
Visit enhancingcreativity.eventbrite.co.uk
(10 places) Once booked, please e-mail
kate@thepeacefulbodyyoga.com with details
of any health concerns, injuries or questions
you may have.

Online
10-11.30am
Age: 7+

StoryTown's Book of Tales from 2020
Join children's publisher Peahen
Publishing (peahenpublishing.com) for a fun
writing workshop. There will be games and
writing challenges then Peahen will show
you how to write a story. You will be one of
the authors contributing towards a
published book of stories – featuring your
tales of this most unusual year!
TO BOOK:
Visit bookoftales.eventbrite.co.uk (15 places)

Live
The Table Gallery,
54 High Street
10am-1pm
Age: 18+

The Poetic Imagination: A Journey Through
Natural Form Using natural form as a
starting place and for inspiration, Helen
Garrett (helengarrett.com) will guide you to
work in an intuitive way, allowing your
writing to emerge naturally from a sense of
connection with material and the power
of imagination. Explore ideas around
language, perception and diversity and
create poetry together. Participants
will have the opportunity to use goose
feather quills and Chinese ink.
TO BOOK:
Visit poeticimagination.eventbrite.co.uk
(Places will be limited by government
guidance.) Full Covid-19 protocol will be
adhered to, including Test and Trace
requirements. For further information,
please contact: info@helengarrett.org.

VENUE AND TIME:

WHAT’S ON:

Live
The Pound
Arts Centre
10am-3pm
Age: All

The Poetry Takeaway Visit The Poetry
Takeaway (@poetrytakeaway), a mobile
poetry emporium, in the car park at The
Pound arts centre (poundarts.org.uk), as
they serve up some fun, playful, joyful and
socially distanced poems from a diverse and
talented group of ‘poet chefs’ and their
reimagined burger van. Personalised, quality
words, performed and wrapped to takeaway.
Taking poetry to the people of Corsham.
“…a truly original and inspirational experience”
- The Stage
TO BOOK: No booking required

Online
11am-12noon
Age: 18+

Paper Nations: The Writer’s Cycle - A Deep Dive
This session is a must for any writer, whatever
their experience or habits. We’ll take a detailed
look at The Writer’s Cycle, Paper Nations’
(papernations.org) writing resource, how it can
be used to reflect on our own dispositions and
identities as writers; how it supports and
illuminates writing processes and practices;
and how the Cycle can be used to create
engaging writing programmes for others.
TO BOOK:
Visit thewriterscycle.eventbrite.co.uk (30 places)

Live
No 19,
High Street
11am-5pm
Age: All

Smile Inside: Share Your Story at No.19
Join us at No.19 on Corsham’s High
Street, to share what makes you smile inside
to hang on iiD’s Smile Inside tree, and to
have your thoughts interpreted through
storytelling, movement and poetry
(www.iid.org.uk/smile-inside).
TO BOOK: No booking required

VENUE AND TIME:

WHAT’S ON:

Online
1-3pm
Age: 16+

The First Page – Demystifying Writing First
paragraph, first page - they’re the hardest
to write. Let expert Carolyn Lewis explain
how to get what’s in your head, onto the
page. Learn how to take the first steps to
becoming a writer.
TO BOOK:
Visit thefirstpage.eventbrite.co.uk (10 places)

Online
3.30-4.30pm
Age: 16+

From Procrastination to Publication For
author Helen Fisher (@HFisherAuthor)
writing has reminded her what it was like
being a teenager in love: full of self-doubt,
waiting for the phone to ring, and rejection.
But the good times have made it all
worthwhile. A debut author about to be
published, Helen will explain how it all
happened.
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=42hva
wcu1mM&feature=youtu.be).
TO BOOK:
Visit fromprocrastination.eventbrite.co.uk

Online
5.30-7pm
Age: 12+/Adults

Paper Nations: The Great Margin Showcase
Join Paper Nations (papernations.org) for
The Great Margin Showcase, an online
collection of new writing exploring themes of
isolation and marginalisation. New and
award-winning novelists, poets, and hybrid
writers will get together to perform highlights
from the collection.
TO BOOK:
Visit thegreatmargin.eventbrite.co.uk

Online
7-8pm
Age: ALL
(beginner and
experienced
song-writers)

Song-Writing – Lyrics and Inspiration Every
song tells a story. Whether you’re a budding
songwriter or an experienced tunesmith,
this course, led by Tracey Kelly
(traceykellymusic.com), will explore techniques
for sparking inspiration and crafting your
best lyrics.
TO BOOK:
Visit songwritinglyrics.eventbrite.co.uk (20 places)

SUNDAY 18 OCTOBER
VENUE AND TIME:
Online
9-10am
Age: 14+

WHAT’S ON:
Writing for Wellbeing Join Francesca Baker
(andsoshethinks.co.uk) to explore how
writing can help boost your mood, happiness
and wellbeing. Through creative exercises
you’ll discover the benefits of words for
wellbeing and leave with techniques to try
out at home.
TO BOOK:
Visit writingwellbeing.eventbrite.co.uk

Live
Camomile Café,
9 High Street
10am-5pm
Age: All

Smile Inside Workshops Join the Smile
Inside Workshop Day
(iid.org.uk/smile-inside) to create poetry,
song writing and movement with artists
Marie-Louise Flexen, Will Lawton and Sarah
Gilmartin. For more information, email
iidconsortium@gmail.com.
TO BOOK: Visit iid.org.uk/smile-inside

Online
10-11am
Age: 16+

Don’t Write Alone! Join poets Rosie Jackson
(rosiejackson.org.uk) and Dawn Gorman
(dawngorman.co.uk) to write about your life
and surroundings ‘in conversation’ with
another poet. Their special technique will
help boost your writing creativity, whether
you’re a beginner or an experienced writer.
TO BOOK:
Visit dontwritealoneworkshop.eventbrite.co.uk
(20 places)

Online
11.30am-12.30pm
Age: 16+

The Herepath Project – A Wiltshire Songline
Author and University of Winchester lecturer
Kevan Manwaring
(thebardicacademic.wordpress.com)
celebrates the natural and man-made
wonders of Wiltshire, in particular the ancient
landscape of the Marlborough Downs. This
session will offer a preview of a work-inprogress – poems recited to a slide show of
original artwork and photographs, occasionally
accompanied by an ambient soundtrack.
TO BOOK:
Visit herepath.eventbrite.co.uk

AND THERE’S MORE
As well as the events taking place over the
StoryTown weekend, there are more stories to be
told and activities to enjoy before and after the festival…
TUESDAY 13 OCTOBER
Ken Dodd Takes a Holiday Deborah Tyler-Bennett, poet and fiction
writer, has missed performing live. She intends to celebrate her love
of all things theatrical by reading from her forthcoming book of
poems, from King's England Press, Ken Dodd Takes a Holiday. Along
with using some theatrical objects as props she will tell you about
the stories behind poems on performers such as Dan Leno and Marie
Lloyd. So, come along, join in, and enjoy a theatrical evening out!
Online
7-8pm
Age: 16+
TO BOOK:
Visit kendoddtakesaholiday.eventbrite.co.uk (20 places)

WATCH IN YOUR OWN TIME
Foolish Heroines June Wentland’s debut novel, Foolish Heroines, will
be published by Valley Press in 2021. This is a unique opportunity to
have a sneak, pre-publication listen to the beginning of the first
chapters of this novel, which June describes as ‘lit-lite magic realism’.
There will be an added challenge for participants to write their own
novel opening! If you also fancy writing a blurb for your own book,
June will tell you more.
Online
Age: 16+ (Adult language)
TO BOOK: No prior booking,
watch on You Tube: https:youtu.be/yBYf4QSWEr8

IF ONLY I COULD
Keep an eye out for the winners of StoryTown’s ‘If Only I Could…’
writing competition. Bake Off, the glory of nature, politics and
dragons all inspired some great short stories and poems. The
winning entries will be available in both printed form and online
during StoryTown. Maybe they’ll make you want to get writing too!

Poetry Competition – Peacocks Write a poem about Corsham’s
noisiest residents, the peacocks, and you could be on West
Wilts Radio with poet Dawn Gorman. Open to children and adults,
there will be winners in three categories. You can find all the details
on Corsham Town Council’s website (corsham.gov.uk/index.php) or
email storytowncorsham@gmail.com for more information. The
closing date is 31 December 2020.
Coming soon… Join debut children's author Helen Brian as she
introduces her new children's book about an elephant called Elvis
who finds himself homeless through no fault of his own - and the
stranger who steps in to help him. The book, illustrated by Chantal
Bourgonje, will be published by Corsham publisher Peahen
Publishing (peahenpublishing.com) in mid November with an audio
version also being narrated by Steven Kynman (better known as
Robert the Robot on Cbeebies’ Justin’s House and the voice of
Fireman Sam).

SCHOOLS AND STORYTOWN
Story Explorers Writer and educator Marnie Forbes Eldridge has
been working with local schools, exploring stories, words and poems.
Some wonderful StoryTown creations have been produced and it’s
hoped everyone will be able to see the work on a digital platform.
(The schools will let parents know how to see the work.)

The Pickwick Capers The residents of Pickwick and the students of
Corsham Regis School, with help from Marnie, return with another
exciting collaboration. Through workshops and sharings, the two
groups have created a second Pickwick Capers, full of fun,
imagination and exploration.

The Corsham School Year 8 pupils at The
Corsham School, inspired by the Fairtrade
Corsham group (@FairtradeCorsham), are writing
letters to a Fairtrade farmer in Kenya, Patrick
Kaberia, and his community - Michimikuru - as a
way of forging links and sharing ideas, about
themselves and about Fairtrade.

BOOKWORMS AND WORDSMITHS…
Big Read This year’s Big Read for StoryTown,
chosen by The Corsham Bookshop, is James Meek’s
To Calais, In Ordinary Time published by Canongate.
Set in 1348, it’s a story of love, class, faith, loss,
gender and desire… and the threat of the Black
Plague. Get your copy at the bookshop or
from Corsham Library.

CHILDREN’S
LITERATURE TRAIL
Thanks to Corsham’s Knitting & Crochet Group
(@CorshamKnittingCrochetGroup), there are a
number of much-loved characters from our
favourite children’s books hiding in shop
windows in Corsham’s town centre. They’ll be
there through StoryTown until the end of the
half-term holiday, so why not see if you can find
them all – there are prizes to be won!
Download a copy of the entry form at
corsham.gov.uk or pick one up from the Town
Hall (open 10am-12pm, Monday-Friday), or call
01249 702130 and one can be posted to you.
Entry forms are also available from
The Corsham Bookshop, Automattic Comics and
Corsham Library.

Your personal data will only be used for the purposes of booking StoryTown events. For further information
about how StoryTown uses your personal data, contact storytowncorsham@gmail.com.

A HUGE THANK YOU TO:
Corsham Knitting
& Crochet Group

StoryTown is brought to you by

towncouncil@corsham.gov.uk 01249 702130

www.corsham.gov.uk
#corshamstorytown

