
Season Two
The Great Margin



The Great Margin is a mass participation project, a collection 
of stories written from isolation, during a time of global crisis, 
when people need connection more than ever before.

Right now, we are all vulnerable. Loneliness 
and isolation take a serious toll on physical 
and mental health. More than ever, we need 
to find ways to share our experiences and 
connect with others.

Responding directly to this situation of 
crisis, we will gather pieces from writers 
across the world that focus on their 
experiences of writing, reading, and living 
during a time of isolation.

Once we have gathered a selection of 
writing, we will start publishing stories 
online, culminating in an international event. 

How will it work?

The project will be facilitated through a 
series of flash events that include festivals, 
workshops, writing groups, reading groups, 
and  alks on a range of topics via the internet. 
The first initiative of The Great Margin is 
The Stay-at-Home! Festival (27th March – 
11th April), an online festival developed by 
bestselling author and poet CJ Cooke, of 
which Paper Nations is a partner. The festival 
will celebrate the power of writing and 
reading in preventing loneliness. The festival 
will champion connectivity and community 
amidst social distancing.

Further initiatives will arise quickly in response 
to the needs of the writing community. These 
will be announced, along with details on how 
you can get involved, on our website and social 
media feeds. 

Who are we?

Paper Nations is a creative writing incubator 
that champions approaches to the art 
of writing that are inclusive, playful and 
exploratory. Growing out of extensive 
research and consultation with practitioners, 
Paper Nations develops programmes that 
aim to enhance existing creative writing 
provision in England in a sustainable way.

Further information is available on www.papernations.org.  
We are available at writers@papernations.org for any queries.


